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Senate to consider the pro posed statute
as last pro posed in the Senate, and any
amendments made therein by Convoca-
tion, and any such amendments which
are affirmed by two-thirds of the mesa-
hers of the Senate present at such meet-
ing shall be deemed to be carried, and
if the proposed statute with the amend-
ments, if any, so carried is affirmed by
two-thirds of the members of the Senate
present at such meeting, it shall be
taken to be duly passed anad approved
by the governing authority, and shall
be sealed with the common seal and
transmitted by the Chancellor for the
approval of the Governor.

That was to avoid the deadlock that the
member for North Fremantle had called
attention to.

New clause pat and passed.
Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Hill reported with amendments.

BILL-SUPPLY, £377,000.
Returned from the Legislative Council

without amendment.

House adjourned at 10.35 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QCUESTIONSq (2)-WATER SUP-
PLIES.

Ora Banda.
Hon. Fi. TL. 0. TIRIMAGE asked rho

Colonial Secretary' : 1, Is it the intention
of the Government to lay wanter (either
fresh or al)to Ora Banda? 2, If so,
when?2

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: A promnise has been made that ait
adequnate water supply for milling purl-
poses will be provided for the Ora Banda
district as soon as two crushing plants are
in course of erection in the vicinitv of the
Gimlet leases, and a bond is given by the
mine-owners binding, themselves for a
definite period to use no water- for milling
purposes except fronm the Government
scheme.

Bullfinch, Cost.
Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE asked :he

Colonial Secretary: 1, Mhat was the cost
of laying water on to Buillfinchl 2. What
is the average daily consumption? 3,
What is the charge per 1,000 gallons at
Bullfinch stand-pipe to consurners? 41,
What amount of water canl the Govern-
mnit sup1ply per day at the Bullfinch and
Corinthian stand-pipes?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: .1, Estimated cost was £7,109. Ac-
counts have not yet been completely made
upl, but it is apparent that the actual cost
will be somewhat less than the estimate. 2,
2,500 gallons per day at present. 3, Five
shillings per 100 gallons. 4, 6,000 gallons
duqily at each place, or 10,000 gallons daily
at Bullfinch if Corinthian is not drawing.
This capacity canl be increased by local
pumping. Some shortage in discharge hats
been experienced, due to accumulation of
air in main. This is now being remedied
and the full capacity of main will hence-
forth be available.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.
ADDITIONAL.

The COLONIAL SECR ETARY (Hon.
J1. D. Connolly) moved-

That for the remainder of the Session
the H7ouse shall meet for the despatch of
business onU Tuesdays, lVednesday.
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Thursdays, and Fridays at the hour of
2.1~5 in the afternoon.

Hon. M. Le. MOSS (West): It was too
early to expect members to come away
from their businesses and attend the
House at 2.15, and there -was no need for
it. Later on, during the last day or two
in the session, if it was found necessary
we might meet at this early hour, and
members would be willing to do it, bui
sitting at 4.30 o'clock, with the addition
of a Friday sitting, was quite sufficient.

Hon. .1. M, DREW (Central) : It was
all very well for members living in the
City and the metropolitan area to argue
as the hion. member did, but it was a seri-
ous matter for members who had to travel
308 miles in his ease, and 350 miles ia
Mr. Patrick's case, to attend the House.
Members came to the House to do business,
and the earlier the House met the better
for them.

Hon. 3. W. KIRWAN (South) : The
motion should be carried. It was not too
much to ask of the City members to meet
at 2. It might put some of the Oily
members to inconvenience, but country
members were put to much greater meaon-
venlenca. They would be required to spend
several idle hours on the Friday if the
House did not meet till 4.30 o'clock.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-TIMER INDUSTRY.
To inquire by Royal Commission.
Bon. MW. L. MOSS (West) moved-

That it is desirable that a. Royal
Commission of five persons be appointed
to inquire into the conditions apper.
tamning to tiv' production, exportatio~n,
importation, and distribution of timber
in and from Western Australia, and
in case mombe s of either House.. of
Parliament be appointed on such Com-
mission thrir xcrrircs shail be rendered
gratuitously.

He said : Onrinalit- when moving
for a return to be laid on the Table
in this connectinn, I did so with the
intention of moving later for a select
committee to make an inquiry into these
matters ; but it is quite obvious that
with the -ession of Parliament almost

at an end a select committee would
be useless for the purpose. It could only
act during the session and when the
House is not sitting, and if I had secured
a select committee it would have been
impossible for that commit tee to make
the inquiries necessary. I therefore pro-
pose that the Government should appoint
a Royal Commission to inquire into the
matter during the recess, and if the
Government see fit to put members of
Parliament upon that Commission I
propose they should do so on the distinct
understanding that these members should
serve gratuitously;, because I have
all along contended it is an improper
thing that members of Parliament should
receive additional remuneration for their
services on these Commissions. From
the return laid on the Table it appears
there are something like 300,000 acres
of timber areas held by a number of
persons ; .but although the various
lessees apparently hold these areas,
I think it will be found on inquiry they
are flat actually the owners of thees
areas, but that in the great bulk of the
eases the chief areas are the property
of Millars' Kerni and Jarrah Forests,
Ltd.' In fact, there are so many well-
known names on this return that I
could say the whole lot of the areas,
with the exception of at least 40,000
acres held by the Timber Corporation,
Ltd., are possessed by the one company.
Now, it is quite obvious from this return.
that the provisions of Section 118 of
the Land Act of 1808 are not complied
with. This section prescribes-

A lessee of a timber lease shall,
within two years, from the date of
his lease, or within sueh longer period
as tlie Minister may decide, erect
within the ares a substantial and
fully equipped saw-mill .plant, of
sufficient power to cut up at least
five loads of sawrn timber per month
for every square mile comprised in
the lease, and s;hall keep) suach fully
equipped saw-mill plant iii good work-
ing order during the whole term of
the lease.

The granting oif leases on improvement
conditions is not unfamiliar in connection
with the waste lands ('f the Crowni
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We grant conditional purchases with
and without residence on improvement
conditions, and bon. members froma
the goldields know that areas of svurlier-
ous land may not be taken up and
held indefinitely when certain labour con-
ditions remain unperformed, In other
words, it is of the utmost importance
to the community that areas of land
taken up under practically nominal
rents should be utilised in the interests
of the community, and that all these
areas should be worked. It is obvious
further from this return that numbers
of these leases have been taken up, and
the requirements prescribed by the law
never complied with. Paragraph 3 of
the return shows this statement-

In cases where several leases held
by one person, or several are adjoining,
or are within working distance of each
other, it has always been recognised
that the requirements of the Act
are fulfilled by the erection and
working of one mill of sufficient
capacity to represent the total acreage
of the combined leases, in the same
way as when two or more conditional
purchases are adjoining, the improve-
ments may be made on one portion
of the combined areas as; if it were
one lease.

It says, " It has always been recognised."
Hon. J. M. Drew: -That is not correct.
Bon. M. L. MOS9,: But what I want

to know is-recognised by what or
whom ? The Land Act prescribes certain
conditions for the holding of these areas.
I do not want to make any complaint
agaiist the Under Secretary for Lands,
because he is a gentleman entitled to
every credit for the way he carries out
his duties; and though this return is
signed by Mr. Clifton, I can hardly
believe he is responsible for putting
in this statement of what has been
recognised. I attribute it to some sub-
ordinate in the office. In this return
I asked for I did not want any gratuitous
information from the Lands Department
as to what they recognise, or what
anybody else recognis d. I wished to
know whether certain conditions of
improvement had been complied with.
Bunt it is quite obvious from this return

[.120]

that, as there tro huge tracts of timber
country supposed to be occupied by
various persons, but really, as I have
already indicated, held by one company,
the conditions of improvement have not
been complied with ; and, therefore,
it is quits certain that many of these
large tracts of couintry at the present
tim. are forfeitable for non-compliance
with the provisions of the Land Act.
Now these are only preliminary ob-
serva ions. If the Company were hold-
ing these large tracts of country and were
in any way benefiting the country
thereby one could, perhaps, afford to
overlook all that has taken place, and
the fact that these areas were net being
fully developed, and say "They are
doing fairly well and we may pas it
over." But in my opinion they have
the country absolutely gridironed, and
large areas are obviously dummied by
them instead of being worked as required
by law. If, as T say, this was to the
advantage of the State, it would not
be worth talking about; but here we
have a monopoly built up which is
working to the detriment and disadvan-
tage of the State. I cannot vouch for
the accuracy of some of the statements
I am now going to make, because I do
not know them of my own knowledge,
but they have been communicated to
me by persons whose testimony is well
worthy of credence. I am told the price
of jarrah to-day in Western Australia
is greater than it is in London or Sydney,
and that the cost of building has in.
creased something like 30 per cent. in
Western Australia. This, of course, is
not entirely attributable to the high
cost of timber, but to some extent
this high cost is a contributing factor.
This corporation have not only this
monopoly in regard to the bardwoocls
of the State, but they are large importers
of seftwoods, and I am informed by
persons whose word I have every reason
to believe that the monopoly in connection
with this softwood branch of the trade
is so great that in connection with the
erection of buildings in Western Australia6
to-day it pays the contractors better to
import their joins y work from Mel-
bourne than to have their softwoods
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brought into the State for the purpose
of that joinery. Therefore it is not a
difficult matter to imagine how detri-
mental is all this to the idustries of the
State for while, of cotuse, it is adding, to
the cost of building it is at the same time
taking out of Western Australia a large
amount of work which the industrial
commuity hav'e a right to regard as
theirs. I am. further informed that
during the last year or two the Govern-
ment have been obliged to pay for
their railways at least £150 per mile
wore than in the past in consetiecee
of the excessive increase i the price
of timber. I further understand it
became such a serious matter that the
Working Railways Department were

obliged to put up a mill of their own
on the flora and fauna reserve, and that
it is paying well, that the department
is saving a large aniount of money by
cutting timber on that reserve which
I always understood -was to be strictly
preserved intact. And while I cannot
vouch absolutely for the following figures,
T believe they arc very near the mark.
Up to about a year ago sleepers could
be purchased at Is. 3d. apiece, while
to-day that company are charging 2s.
Od. apiece. Piles used in jetty work
have been delivered at Fremantle as
late as two years ago at 2s. a running
foot, whereas to-day the price is 4s. 9d.
To show you the way this is operating,
I have been informed that in some parts
of the State, in one of the agricultural
districts, this company were charging
the public 1s. er 100 superficial feet
for timber, when some opposition came
into the district with the result that
the company I am speaking of hmne-
diately dropped the price to 12s. 6d.
per 100 feet. This company of course
have had their troubles in. connection
with various industrial disputes in the
State from time to time, hut so far as I
can see they have come out best on
every occasion. True, in some instances
the men have secured better coiiditious
of labour and even higher rates of pay.
but the company have got tens of
thousands of pounds from the Govern-
ment in the way of cheaper railway
freights. And not only have the coin-

panv got this, but the Government have
been obliged to pay through the nose for
the supply of timber, and the public of
Western Australia also hare been obliged
to pay through the nose. I way be
asked "What do you want a Royal
Commission for-?" and "How are you
going to improve this state of things?"
In the first place, if large tracts of
timber country arc being held by -.lis
company and the improvement con-
ditions are not being complied with.
then I say by all means throw that
country open for people prepared to
embark their capital in the industry,
so that we may bring about a recurrence
of the conditions which prevailed here
somne years ago, when, instead of havin~g
the whole of this industry in the hands
of one company we had half a dozeni
companies in the husiness. And I makce
this statement: If this monopoly exists
and these heavy' prices are being charged
to the Government and to the public
generally, then it is high time we enacted
some law similar in character to that
passed by the Federal Parliament for
the purpose of dealing with monopolies
which arc injurions to the best interests
of the Commonwealth. I believe there
is a strong case for inquiry here, and I
submit no harm can be done in asking
the Government to give uis the facilities
for making this inquiry. It may turn out
that the allegations I am making are
ill-founded, and that the company are
doing all that is necessary to properly
utilise those areas. The information
at my disposal is that they are not doing
that, and that the Governmnent and the
country are paying throughI the nose.
That these areas are either properly
worked or forfeited should be iinsisted
upon, and if the necessity ran be shown
for the class of legislation pass;ed by the
Federal Parliament to deal with ulonop-
olies extending over two or more States,
it is high time such lekgislation was in-
troduced here to deal* with a monojoly
existing excln~ively within this State.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIAGE (N jrth-
East) : am very glad this motiou has
been brouighlt forward. There is no doubt
in my mind this country is beinu: ruth-
lessly dealt with in regard to timber,
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and in a very short time the forests will
be denuded of all useful trees. In a new
country such as this, which will require
very much timber in the future, there
is little doubt the matter of economically
-working the forests must be carefully
looked into, and I can see no better plan
than that suggested by the hon. maember.
I shall have pleasure in supporting the
motion.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary
debate adjourned.

.MO'flON-BULLFINCH WATER
SUPPLY, PRICE.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAQE (North-
East): I beg to move-

That the resent charge fr jresh water
at Bul/inch is excessive and de'kimental
to mining development in that locality.

I regret the necessity for having to
move the motion standing in my
name. I feel sure bon. members will
agree with me the charge at Bullfinch
for fresh water is altogether excessive.
As shown by the Colonial Secretary in
the figures submitted the charge is 5is.
per 100 gallons. I have brought this
matter before the Chamber with a view
of getting an expression of opinion from
the agricultural members, and of deter-
mining whether they are prepared to
give us any sympathy in the matter of
the further development of our mines.
This water at Bullfinch is being -re-
ticulated from the main pipe line of the
Goldfields Water Scheme without any
expense to the Government. The total
expense in connection with this supply
haes been that of laying the pipe line,
which the Colonial Secretary has told
us was £7,100. To ask the prospectors
and those following mining to pay 5s. per
100 gallons for wate* reticulated at no
cost is outrageous. People out there
are complaining, and prospectors are
disheartened and cannot see the reason
for this unjust impost. Looking at the
figures given by the Colonial Secretary,
we find the Government are getting from
this water scheme a revenue of something
like £42 a week. I understand the
quantity of water purchased by the
people in the vicinity-and they have no

other water-is much higher than what
the hon. gentleman would have uts be-
lieve. I am quite sure were it possible
for the Government to supply more, a
still greater quantity would be used ;
but tro ask the prospectors and mining
companies to pay 5s. per 100 gallons
is altogether extortionate. After the
railway came to Kalgoorlie we had to
buy condensed water, that is to say,
water condensed wnder a costly process,
and the highest price then paid was
10s. per 100 gallons ; while here water
reticulated through a pipe line at no
cost whatever to the Government
is being sold at 5s. per 100 gallons.
The cost of the water to the Government
is less than 3s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons,
as declared by Sir John Forrest when
he initiated the scheme. I am certain
it does not cost that much, but I will
take that as a basis. Yet we find the
Government charging 50s. per 1,000
gallons.

Ron. Sir E. H, Wittenoom : T rise
to correct the hon. member ; the es-
timated price was 3s. 6d. per 1,000
gallons provided the goldflelds consumed
.5,000,000 gallons per day.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Then I
snppose, as they consume only 2,50.000
gallons per day, the cost is somewhere iii
tile vicinity of IS. 6d. per 1,000 gallons.
Is there any justificabion for the Gov-
ernment coming a long and charging 30s.
per thousand gallons for that water. I
think the time has come for members to
look into the question whether the in-
diistrv is tightly or wrongly treated.
Under the present Administration we are
being despicably treated in more ways
than one. The battery charges are ouit-
rageous, and every time there is a chance
to mulct the industry in heavy expense.,
anid prevent it flourishing, the Govern-
ment take the utmost delight in doing
so. The eag-ineer of the department has
apparently blundered in laying this pipe
line, because I notice the Colonial Sec-
retary has given the quantity of water
to g o throug-h the pipes at something
like 10,000 gallons- with a two or three
inch pipe the least quantity one would
get would he 1,200 gallons an hour by
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reticulation, but the department say they
can pump more, and if they lowered the
charge to anything like a reasonable rate
instead of using 2,5500 gallons a day, the
quantity of water used would be some-
thing like ten times that quantity, but at
5s. a hundred gallons one seems to think
that water should be bought by the gal-
lon and bottled like beer. After 16 years
benefit from the mining industry the
department are now asking an exorbi-
tant price for water. I bring this mat-
ter forward to allow members in the
agricultural districts and on the coast
to see the way we are being treated. The
industry has been under a cloud, but we
should not be allowed to remain under a
cloud. I want to let members know how
we are treated, and to show them the
treatment we receive where expense is
not being incurred and the department
are not likely to make a loss. I am one
of those who would like to see any de-
partment run their business on business
lines, but here is an article costing some-
thing& like 7s. Gd.-that is the figure
given by the department but I know it
is iniaccurate-hut taking the cost as ex-
plained by Sir Edward Wittenoom, they
are dealing it out to the consumer at
something like 50s. per thousand gallons.
[f this price is continued it will retard
the industry, and we shall have another
dull time. I ask the House to give the
industry some further consideration, and
I think the industry, which has, been
advertised by the Bullfinch mine, should
be given an opportunity of flourishing
as it deservos.

Eon. J. W. KIRWAN (South):- I
second the motion.

Hon. Sir. E. H. WXTTENOOM
('North): The hon. member has brought
my name into the question in connection
with the price, therefore I will just say
one or two words. I do not propose to
address myself to the subject of the
motion, because I know nothing about
it, but when the hon. member states that
the price that Sir John Forrest said
he could supply water to the goldields
at was 3s. 6id. per thouisand gallons, thc
hon. member forgot to state what was

one of the great points in Mr. O'Con-
nor's scheme, that the goldfields should
consume five million eallons of water per
day. That water had to be taken to one
particular point, and the cost of reticu-
lation would come on top of that. We all
know that that quantity of water has
never vet been consumed, and the conse-
quence is the water scheme has never
been a success, indeed for a long time
it left a large deficit. T mention these
matters to put thle hoii. member right so
that lie will not make absurd statements
as to the price of water, and say any-
thing- that is niot in accordance with fact.

Hon. E. Ait. CLARICE (South-West):.
While the goldfields have my sympathy
in every respect, at the same time I
would like to add one fact mentioned by
the last speaker, Sir Edward Wittenoomr
which is absolutely true, that Sir John
Forrest based his calculations on the as-
sumption that there were to be five mil-
lion gallons per diem consumed, and that
the cost of that scheme would be some-
thing like 1 / millions. What have we
found That the scheme has cost nearer
three millions of money, and the five
mnillion gallons per diem has never been
reached. I want to assist the hon. mem-
ber all I can, but I cannot help saying
this in order that members will have
an idea of what this matter is. Sir
John Forrest was a long way under the
estimate of the cost of working and was
a long way over the quantity that would
be consumed per diem; that being so, it
is hard to say what that water is cost-
Ing the Government at the present time.
WVhile pointing out these facts, if it
can be shown that the Government are
charging ant excessive price, I shall be
with the hon. member in asking the Gov-
ernment to reduce the price to a reason-
able fignire.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Eon.
J, D3. Connolly) - When the hon. gentle-
man, and, indeed, any hon. member,.
brings forward anything in the nature of
a complaint in regard to excessive charges,
on the goldfields, or in any part of the
State, he will always receive tile full sym-
patlhy and support of the Government.
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hut in this particular case I do not think
there is anything that I need say, but to
remaind members thmat in this instance the
hon. member has no case at alt. In the
first place. the goldfield which hie speaks
of has been in existence only a little over
12 months; it is only just over 12 months
since the leases were pegged, and it was a
good many months after that before any
work was done. Indeed, it is only within
the last few months that any real work
has been done on the place, and that work
has revealed very rich ore deposits. The
Governmen& took the matter in hand im-
mediately, and not only laid a pipe line
for over 20 miles to supply water, hut they
obtained the authority of Parliament to
construct a railway, and that railway is
well under way at the present time.

Ron. T. F. 0. Brhnage: It was paid
for before it was started.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Now
the hon. member brings forwvard a motion
that the present charge for fresh water at
Bullfinch is excessive and detrimental to
mining development in that locality. The
lion. member knows perfectly well that it
is a temporary main that was lad down
in the first place for domestic purposes.
That is showna by the answers which I have
given to-day, that the fall capacity is only
6,000 gallons per day, consequentlty if the
hon. member thought for a moment he
would readily see that it was not thought
for a moment that it was going to supply
mining, it was simply put dowii for dom-
estic purposes. Before the pipe Line was
put down the people were paying 4d. per
gallon for water, which is something tle
32s. per 500 gallons, but at -the request of
the people themselves, so that -no delay
should occur, they asked the Government
to put down a te mporary main, and they
said they would be quite willing to pay 5s.
per 100 gallons. In the answers given
this afternoon it was shown that onkly
2,500 gallons a day are being used, and
that Fthe main is capable of pumping
6,000 gallons per day, 'but -there is only
a daily average consumption of 2,500 gal-
lons. When members consider there was
a special expense incurred of £7,100 to
supply 2,500 gallons a day and pump it
20 miles, not to reckon the cost of pump-

ing fromn 'Mtndiriiig to that point. [lie
charge is not excessive.

Hon. J1. F. Cullen: What did the pipe
line cost?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
cost £7,100 from Southern Cross to Bull-
finch. It is quite understood at present
that it is not meeting the interest and
working expenses by any means. It -was
quite understood at the time there would
be a lows on it, and the Goldfields. Water
Supply was not asked to carry that loss.
In order to obviate the Water Supply
Departmen t carryiing the wvhole of the loss
the Mines Department stepped in andI said
that in the interests of mining they would
divide the loss, also the Lands Depart-
meat, that received a considerable amount
of money from the sale of land, accepts
some of the loss, so that it would make it
fairer to the Goldfields Water Supply De-
partment, which is supposed to be a
business concern, and looks at matters ini
a buisiness way. The Mines. Department,
in the interests of mining, thought it
would be better for them to take the loss
rather than that the Goldfields
Water Supply should hear the
whole of it. As I have said be-
fore. the main is only a temporary
one, put down purely for domestic pur-
poses, and the Government are quite pre-
pared, immediately machinery is placed
on the mines, to put down a large main
and the present one will then have to be
taken uip. Because the Government pro-
inised to take action, and spent £7,100 to
put down a 3-inich pip~e ito supply water
to relieve people of a charge of 32s., at
the request of the people. they are ac-
cused of doing somethingwhcisdt-
mnental to mining. The hon. member talks
very eloquently about the prospector, but
tie lion. member knows as far as pros-
pecting is concerned, the prospectors
would be pleased indeed if they could al-
ways get water at 5is. per -100 gallons, for
that is not such ail enormous price when
we consider that the consumption is only
2,500 gallons a day, and the Governmet
had to incur a special cost of £7,100. I
think there is no justification for the
motion, which Mr. Brimage has moved.
It is no deterrent to. mining at all, but
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oil the contrary it is an assistance.
I quite recognise that mining cannot be
carried onl sucessfully with water sit the
rate of 5s. per 100 gallons, but as soon
as machinery has been placed oin the mines
and a wholesale consumption is guaran-
teed so soon will the Government be pre-
pared to put iii a large main and supply
at an ordinary price, which ii pay them
better than what they are doing to-day.
T ask the House not to carry the motion
which has been moved.

Hon. J, F. CULLEN (South-East) : I
shall not delay the House more than two
or three minutes. T have not the honour
of being a goldfields membher, hut I want
the Minister to look at the question in
this light. Would it not pay the Govern-
ment to supply that -water gratuitously
if need he, to keep prospecting and pie-
limninary work going on?

The Colonial Secretary: There is no
prospecting there; the mines have been
taken uip, and there are dams farther out.

Hon. 3. F. CULLjFN: The Minister is
using the term prospecting in a limited
sense. The most important part of
prospecting has to he (lone; the 'pre-
liminary testing of all these leases that
have been taken up is the most important
part of prospecting. The finding of an
appearance of gold is a small matter, but
the testing of the ground is the real pro-
specting. Would it not he a good invest-
ment to sell the water at a moderate price
ini order to encourage the testing of this
field? Would the Minister look for a
moment at the way lie treats districts such
as I am no-w in? The Government build
an agricultural railway, and they say,
"You selectors have been paying, perhaps
£3 per ton, for carrying your produce
suich a distance. The ordinary railway
charge would be only about .5s.. will you
pay 30b. a ton and I will give YOU a rail-
way?" That proposition would be on all-
fours with the proposition the Minister
has put forward in opposition to the
motion moved by Air. BRimage.

The Colonial Secretary: Not at all.
You puat in a standard pipe and you can
have water at the same price.

Hon. 3. F. CULLEN: The Mlinister
says "'No, I am quite content to carry it at

a loss; for one or two, or even five years.
because I am developing the country, and
then I will have a volume of trade that
will give me a profit, and I shiall be wil-
hug~v then to consider the matter." I want
to add that on the occasion of my first
visit to the goldfields I saw a big agricul-
tural proposition, and I went to the Water
Department and said "Are you open to
a concession for a volume of water?"
Their answer was "No, here are our rules;
we cannot budge from them." Since
then the department has done so consid-
erably. I am satisfied, With the prospec-
tors we have at Bullfinch, the Government
will he justified in saying that they would
hielp them, and the mining leases as well,
anid be Content to get their profits later
on. Even putting it on the "widest basis,
is it right to charge 50s. a thousand gal-
lons for the mare supply of water at a
standpipe? The Minister says the people
Were -paying 50s. a hundred gallons; does
he imagine that they are getting it for 5s.
a hundred gallons now? They have to
pay for the carting, probably another
10s.;- anyhow there is room for improv-
ing the position between the present
charge and what Mr. Brimage has pointed
0L1t Should he a reasonable thing. T hope
the Government will not take a high and
mighty stand and say "We are going to
make what charge we like." I hope the
Government will say that they will help
the prospector in the development of this
part of the country.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) : The
Colonial Secretary said that Mr. Brimage
had no case, but the hon. gentleman gave
figures in the course of his speech which
I think proved the very excellent nature
of the case that he has. The Colonial
Secretary said that the present consump-
tion of water is 2,500 gallons a day, and
thiat consumption worked out at the rate
of 5is, a huudred gallons "will show not
only a very substantial rate of interest
upon the cost of the pipe line, but it will
also show a very big margin of profit.

The Colonial Secretary: Considering
the pipe has to be pulled up within 12
months.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Allowing for
the possibilities of t he fu tuLre, the Colonial
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Secretary must agree that the charge is
altogether excessive, and even if the pipes
have to be taken up at a later date they
will1 be of some value. 1 think we should
view a matter of this kind as Mr. Cnllen
has suggested, not altogether from its
commercial aspect. We should not regard
it as a profit-making concern, we should
take into account the great value that
fresh water is in the work of prospecting,
and the immense gain the work of pro-
speeting means to the whole State when
it is attended with successful results.
Viewing- this purely as a commercial pro-
position, I have worked out the fig-ures in
this way. The consumption is 2,500 gal-
lons and it should be remembered that
that is the consauption with which the
pipe line has started; I feel perfectly
safe in sayitng that that consumption will
increase in the future. It has been
the experience of the Water Supply
Departmeiu on the goldfields that the
consumption has almost invariably in-
creased after the commencement of the
supply, The more people who go to the
district, the greater the facilities for dis-
tributing the water, and so on. The Col-
onial Secretary will agee that that quan-
tity of wvater must increase considerably
in the near future, hut taking it at its
present figures of 2,500 gallons a day at
fis. a hundred gallons, it works out at
£6 5s. a day, and agafn it amounts to
£43 a, week, or a revenue of £2,200 a year.
The cost of the pipe line was £7,100. I
ask whether there is any private indi-
yidunl who would not gladly lay down a
pipe line at a cost of £7,100 in order to
derive a revenue from it of about £2,200
per annum.

The Colonial Secretary: And take it
up within 12 months.

Ron. 3. W. K{IRWAN: Yes and take
it up within 12 months. If the existing
pipe line is taken up it will mean there
will be a still greater demand for the
water and that will rep-resent additional
revenue, and it will show that the supply
is paying not only directly but indirectly
very considerably. The figures I have
given, on the face of it, show that the
echarge for water is excessive and I think
it proves that Mr. Brimage has made out

a very excellent case. It looks very much
as if this particular matter, the Bullfinch
water supply were being used for
taxation purposes, and it looks as if the
Government were seeking to swell their
revenue by this means, even if it
be worked on strictly commercial
lines, and it the charge would not
be as high as it is. I sincerely hope that
the same generous view which was taken
by Mr. Cullen will be adopted by other
hon. members in the House, and that they
wvill realise that in a district like Bullfinch,
with very great possibilities, it would pay
the Government many times over to do
what has been requested by the motion,
even though a loss might result. When
agricu~ltural railways are proposed none
find fault because they are not going to
pay in the near future. It is a good
policy at times to build agricultural rail-
ways and to expect a deficit for perhaps
many years to come. The gain is
very great indirectly, and that policy
which is pursued -with -regard to aigricul-
tural railways, it is not too much to ask,
should be followed in the case of mining
development, and in the case of a district
which has such great possibilities ahead
of it as Bullfinch. There are many
prospectors there, all poor men, and this
is a very important matter to them; it is
a question whether or not they will be
able to hold on to their claims. I think
they have good reason to look to the Gov-
ernnment for support rather than for ex-
cessive charges.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East) : As
this matter is likely to be taken to a divi-
Sion I waint to say that it has my strongest
sympathy. There is not the slightest
doubt that it will pay to supply the people
at Bullfinch with water at a loss, con-
sidering the good work they are doing in
connection with what I might call, not the
most important, but the next most in-
portant industry in the State. It is
pointed out that this line will be taken np
within a certain number of years and I
think it has been stated that the total ost
was some £7,090, which amount includes
the cost of pipes. When the line is taken
up in three or four years' time-

The Colonial Secretary: In 12 mon ths'
time.
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Hon. C. A. pIESSE: Even in 12
months' time, those pipes will be of con-
siderable value, if not of the same value
as when they were laid. I think the Gov-
ernment have shown very bad taste in
opposing this motion in face of what the
people in that part of the State have been
doing. The Government might have said,
"We will look into the matter and en-
deavour to cut down the price to the low-
est possible figure." Then there would
have been satisfaction on all sides instead
of what wve have now, dissatisfaction. I
do not want lion, members to lose sight of
the fact that that pipe line wvbich costs
£7.000 to lay, still represents a consider-
able amount, in the value of the pipes, and
that when the pipes are taken up the Gov-
ernment will have an asset in the shape of
the pipes to debit against the cost. I in-
tend to support the motion.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) : Although 1
would like to support the motion I am not
impressed with the language in which it
is couched, and I wove an amendment.

That the Government should in the
interests of the prospectors, consider
the advisability of making a reduction
of the present charges for fresh water
at Blullfinchl.

I do not intend to move that amendment
in any spirit of opposition to the Govern-
ment, because I think the Government
have done wonderfully well in connection
with this locality. Water has been taken
there in the very early stages of its dis-
covery and further than that, considerable
expenditure has been undertaken in con-
nection with the construction of a railway,
so that those people who have interests
at Bullfinch have very little to complain
about. The better way of approaching
the Government would have been not to
pass any vote of want of confidence, and
if we agree to this motion it will be calcu-
lated to do that. It would be better to
ask the Government to reconsider their
decision and see whether it is not expedi-
ent to make a redaction in the cost of the
water. That would be better than saying,
will, the meagre information at our com-
mand, that an excessive charge has been
made and that the Government have done
something which is detrimental to the

milling industry. I agree with the Colo-
nial Secretary that the Government have
not done anything which is detrimental to
the mining industry but that they have
done a good deal, and I might say more
than has ever been done in connection
with any similar discovery, not only in
this State but in Australia, and the efforts
which the Government have put forth
should he recognised. The Governnet
first took water to the district, and then
without delay proceeded to construct a
railway, mid it is not a fair thing to blame
the Government now. Probably later on
the district may peter out; we all hop3
it will not, but even if it should do that
then of course we shall have the Govern-
ment blamed for having done too much.
We cannot view a matter of this descrip-
lion from a commercial standpoint. If it
becomes a great field it will be a good
thing-for the State. But if unfortunately
the field petered out, this £7,000 would
he lost to the State, and so would the cost
of the railway. Surveying all these facts,
it is not a fair thing to accuse the Govern-
ment of having acted in a way detrimental
to the field.

Hon. W. Kingsaill: They have got
enough out of the sale of the land to pay
for the railway and the pipe line too.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I do not know how
much they have got, but assuming that
the Government have received sufficient to
pay for the pipe line and the railway,
then, no doubt, the work which the Gov-
ernment have undertaken in carrying the
water there and huilding the railway was
a factor in earning this money. Without
a railway and without the water they
would not have obtained this money.
Bearing in mind these circumstlances we
have no right to blame the Government
and say that they have done something
detrimetntal to the field.

Hon. R. LALURIE (West) : I - second
the amendment.

The PRESIDENT: I wish to draw hle
attention of hion. members to Standing
Order fl4-"If all motions shall not have
been disposed of one hour after the time
fixed for the meeting of the Council, the
debate thereon shall be interrupted, unless
the Council otherwise order, and the
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Orders of the Day shall be taken in rota-
tion." The question is that the debate be
continued.

The Colonial Secretary: Air. President,
who moves tbe mnotion that the debate be
continued?

The President: I do.
The Colonial Secretary: Is it usual for

you to do that?"
The PRESIDENT: It has never hap-

penal before.
On motion by Hon. R. D. INcICEN'ZIE

(Honorary M~inister) debate adjourned.

BILL-['. IVE RSITY.
Received fromn the Legislativ-e Assem-

bly and read a first time.

BILT FREMIANTLE HARIBOUR1
TRUST ACT AMIENDMIENT.

In Committee.
Hon. W. Kiugasnill in the Chair.
Clauses 1, 2, and 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-Amendment of Section 05:
On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-

RLETARY, clause amended by striking out
the proviso (52b).

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 5--agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment, and

the report adopted.

BIILL-'NARAL1NG-YUNA RAIL-
WAY.

Second Reading,
The COLONIA-L SECRETARY, in

moving the second reading, said: This is a
Bill for the construction of a railway in
a north-easterly direction for twelve miles
from the terminus of the present Upper
Chapman railway to a point beyond the
area of Vuna. Honourable members will
see before them particulars as to the
weight of rails, gauge, and general con-
struction of the line. They will notice that
the estimated cost of the construction is
£10,500, plus rails and fastenings £7,800,
makcing a total of £24,300 for the twelve
miles or an average of £2,025 per mile.
In the area to be served by the railway
there are at tresent 57 resident occupiers,

holding 6.SliG acres;. whilst the Yna
arlea recently cut up) ainotmts to 24,443
acres, the total area within a fifteen-mile
radius of the line being slightly over
100,000 acres. The land under cultiva-
tion is 1.500 acres, and the land cleared
2,300 acres. The line is really an exten-
sion of the present Upper Chapmnan rail-
way. and there are no large areas to he
sen-ed by it. The land that will he affect-
ed by the construction of this line is said
to he one of the finest cereal-producing
areas in rtie State, and it is estimated that
within a short time at least 50,000 acres
will be under crop. As is usual with these
agricultural line,.. thte Advisory Board
have mnade a repoort upon the proposal,
and that report, dated 10th of November
of last year, states-

The inspection of the Yiuna lands has
been carefully made by the board and
fuill consideration given to plans, re-
ports, and available data, and we now
recommend the building of a line ap-
proximately' S / miles in length, ex-
tending fromn the Upper Chapman line
in a, nor-th-easterly direction, as shown
by a red line on the plan herewith. The
engineering- suirvey must, of coairse, de-
termine the actual position.

That eight and half mites mentioned by
thme board is explained by the fact that
when the residents asked for this line
they desire only eight and a half miles
built. Instructions were, therefore, given
to the Board to inspect the proposed
route for 81/ miles, but later on it was
founid that a very good area existed some
distance beyond the head of the line but
near enough to he influenced by the rail-
way. Intervening- between the terminu~s
of the line and the good land beyond,
however, was 31,'. miles of sand plain, and
this sand plain would practically render
the railway useless, unless a macadam-
ised road were made across it. The cheap-
er way of overcomingr the obstacle was to
extend the line another 31/ miles in order
to take it across the sand plain and bring
it to the edge of tile good land. The re-
port of the board continues--

The Yuna area is an exceptionally
fine piece of wheat-growing, land, and
will, we venture to say. be put to its
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most priable us-e very much earlier
by' thle construction of this proposed
extension. Mr. _Muir's estimated cost
-if this 812, miles of line is £14,000. In
recommendiin the route as showni, we
have endeavoured to locate a position
that will best serve this district, anid if
the selectors are boa fide and wvork
their land to the best advantage thie
p roposition should be a paying one.
When railways are built for t he de-
velopmient of tine country, and selectors
thjereoni do not, within the statutoty
term provided by the Lands Act, fulfil
the prescribed conditions, we strongly
recommend thle forfeiture of all lands
so served and onl which the conditions
are not conmplied with.

Ithink that that report should be suffi-
vient to induce the House to approve of
the building of this line. I have much
pleasure in movn-

That the Bill be now5 red a scn
tinec.

Lion. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
(North) 1 snppose that I am the only
moember in this House wvho really has a
personal knowldege of this portion of the
conntry. It may be withiin the memory of
several members that an exceedingly
jpleasaznt outing was given to us by the
Gloverinnent some little time ago in con-
nection with the opening of the Upper
Chapman Railway. This proposed ex-
tension will bisect the far-famed Bowves
Estate, recently acquired by the Govern-
mnent, and will therefore, give every fac-
ility for its development. I was exceed-
inglty glad to hear the Leader of the Housle
refer to thle fact that there was a sand-
plain there. There is a sandplain. It is
mixed country, and I am hardly prepared
to support the enthusiastic description of
it as appears in this paper. There is not
only sandplain in parts, but there is a
certaini amount of poison. However, that
can be eradicated. The good country is
very good indeed; there is a large portion
of' it; and I think the Government are
jostified in extending thle railway as they
propose. The district is very fashionahle.
and there are many' applications% for tile
land. One would infer frolm the word
%anmdpiaini" that it means useless land;

but it is not so, because when properly
burned and taken care of it provides ex-
cellent feed for she~ep in summer time.
Land of this description. York and sal-
tuon gum coun try with the sandplaill,
makes a ver-v good holding indeed. Al-
though the whole of this area is not first-
class country, the Government are wvell
justified in extending this railway, if for
nothing ekse than that it takes the place
of a good road.

Hon. IV. PATRICK (Central) : I have
much pleasure in supporting the second
reading-. There is one thing I would draw
attentioni to, and that is a clerical error in
thle sheet supplying the information for
members. This says that the area held
by settlers is 6,800 acres, but 1 think it
mnust be something- like 40,006 or 50,000
acres, because I know 10 or 12 persons
holding more than the area mentioned. I
cannot say 1 know the country as wvell as
Sir Edward Wittenooin, because he is
thoroughly conversant with almost every
acre of it, but I have been over several
thousand acres of it, including the portion
at the end of the existing line passing
through the Bowes estate, and I have
every confidence ini recommending the
House to pass the Bill. It was originally
intended to build anl extension of eight
a"d a half miles, but, for some reason
that has been altered. The extension of
eight and a half miles would be into the
Yuna towulsite, but the reason given by
the leader of the House explains wl~y
they have added another three and a half
miles. It is to get over a bit of sandplain
country. I do not think it is necessary to
say more. There is a good rainfall there,
and there is some good land; it is York
gum country that call easily be cleared.
I do not think that the House canl do
better than pass this Bill.

Questioin put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL-PUBLIC LIBRARY. MNUSEUM1,
AND ART GALLERY OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA.

Second Reading.
Hon. R. D. _McKFSZIE (Honorary

Minister) in moving the second reading
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said: The object of the Bill primarily
is to vest in trustees the property and
effects of the Public Library, Museum,
and Art Gallery of Western Australia.
These institutions are absolutely necessary
in any civilised community, and perhaps
it is a pity that in a large State like ours
where the population is so scattered we
cannot duplicate or triplicate them, and
have large public libraries, museums, and
art galleries in two or three parts of the
State. But the finances of the State of
Western Australia at the lpreseut time xviti
not admit of this, so that it is necessary
that we should give our attention for the
time being to those institutions we have
established in the capital. Although we
have had many men who have made im-
mense fortunes on the goldfields and in
the pastoral industry, there are very few
of them who have done anything in
Western Australia to aid towards the up-
keep of institutions such as those to which
the Bill refers. If we had gentlemen with
large means who would give grants as
they do in some of the other States of
Australia, the call would not be so great
on the Government as it is at the present
time. It is qute right the Government
should assist in the building up of these
institutions; but the present Bill does not
deal with the financial part of the ques-
tion; it is a machinery measure with the
object of changing the present committee
into a hoard of trustees and giving them
powers the present committee do not pos-
sess. I am sure that every member agrees
with me when I say that the benefits to be
derived from these institutions are ailmost
incalculable. We 'have a magnificent
library in Perth, and we hav'e our- museum
and art gallery. The arts and crafts ex-
hibits are very exte nsively availed of by
artisans in the State, and by those who
are seeking to advance themselves as art
workers. We have thousands of exhi-
bits in the mnuseumt which are made use
of by school children, and also largely
by private students. Our library is largely
a reference library, and is of the utmost
service to a very large section of the com-
munity, more especially to young people
who are leaving our State and secondary
schools nd are able to get the advaulage

of going to the library to obtain access
to hoo'ks of reference that otherwise per-
haps wVould be beyond their reach. During,
the last few years certain lectuires have
been delivered in connection wvith these in-
stitutions, and they have been largely at-
tended. No doubt a great deal of benefit
has been derived from these institutions
by the population of the metropolis, if
not by a good many people from our
country and mining districts. I would like
at this juncture to say that during last
year 70,000 people visited the museum and

atgallery, this being an average attend-
aceowekdys of 167, and on Sundays

of 315; and during the same period
65,000 people visited the library. In that
library we hare 93,756 volumes, including
a travelling library of 7,500 volumes. The
total value of the books in the library is
something like ;C33,000. There is an aver-
age of 6,000 volumes added each year.
In connection with the lending library,
73 institutions scattered over tbhe length
and breadth of Western Australia tnku,
advantage of their privilege to borrow
books from the central library, and there
were 177 cases of books sent out last year
containing 7,000 volumes. I understand
the Puiblic Library of Western Australia
started in Perth before Responsible Gov-
ernment. It was then called the Victoria
Library, and if I remember tightly when
I came to this State in 1892 it was a very
small institution indeed. The G3overumeut.
pt tiup a new building in 1898, and in this
building the museum and art gallery are
now housed. I remember in 1892 we had
a very small museum. It. was housed in
the old gaol on the site of the present
buildings. In the same year, 1898, Sir
John Forrest, who was then Premier of
Western Australia, promised that a Bill
similar to the one brought forward by 1.4
present Government should be brought
before Parliament to vest the whole of the
property in Itrustees. At present the pub-
lic library is managed by a committee
.consisting of eight members, and the in-
dividual members ofthat committee ably'
manage tile affairs of the museum and art
gallery. They find that they have nio leg,-al

vnrOer whatever. They cannot sute, itar
can they be sued. If they lend any of their

3355



3356 COUNCIL.]

hooks or valuable pictures, they do so en-
tirely at the risk of not getting them back
ag-ain, because they have no legal redress.
The committee were kind enough a year or
two ago to lend quite a number of pic-
tines to the goldfields, and these were cx-
hibited in the buildings occupied by the
School of -Mines at Kalgoorlie, and were
a source of rreat pleasure to hundreds
of people in IKalgoorlie. Indeed, I think
if more publicity had been given to the
fact that the pictures, were there there
would have been far more people attend-
ing to view them than there were; but if
these pictures had been damaged, or if
they had not been returned, the committee
would have had no power to recover the
loss or the damage, nor would they have
been able to enforce the return of the pic-
tures to their proper place in the
builini in Perth. All these difficulties
are to be got over by the present Bill if
it becomes law. It proposes to create
a certain number of trustees, into a cor-
porate body' . giving them all the powers
aecessary to deal effectively with the
property and effects the committee have
in their possession at the present time.
The Bill before as is drafted on the
flnes of the South Australiana Act re-
cently passed, which I am told is the
latest and most up to date of its kind
in Australasia. Our measure provides
for 12 trustees to be app~ointed by the
t iovernor in Council for a term of six
years. A third of them are to retire
every' two -years, so that every two years
there %vill be four new trustees to be
appointed. It is proposed that the 12
trustees shall have the power to appoint
by co-optation two other trustees, the
term for these two to be fixed by the
12 trustees. but not to exceed six years.
I believe it is the intention that these
two co-opted trustees are to he experts;
they will be specialists wh'lo will be able
to advise with the tither trustees to the
grea t ad vantage of t hese' institutions.
'rice president is to he appointed by the
Gjovernor on thle recomniendat ion of the
trustees. There is also provision made
for thle appo initmecnt of an acting presi-
dent should the president be absent for
three months. Clause 14 vests the land

anud buildings in the trustees giving t hem
p~ower to sell, lease, or mortgage. but
only with the consent of the Gyovernor in
Council. Clause 13 vests the personal
property iu the trustees, and gives them
power to lend. As I have mentioned hea-
eo1  they will lie able to lend their pic-
tures and books under sufficient guaran-
tee for their return, andl that they will
not he damaged. Clause 18 gives the
usual powers for making regulations for
the proper working of the Act. Now, at
flue present time, as I have mentioned be-
fore. there is a committee of eight who
rule and conduct the affairs of t hese thlree
institutions. It may not be out of place
to read the nanmes of the present commit-
tee, because I understand all eight will
find a place on the list of trustees to be
appointed by the Governor in Council.
Thiose gentlemen are Sir Winthrop Hac-
kett, Hon. H. Briggs, Mr. T. H. Bath,
31r. Canning, Dr. Harvey, Dr. Kelsall, Mr.
-Justice McMillan, and the Rev. Dr. Riley,
Anglican Bishop of Perth. With a body
of men such as these, and with the selee-
tion the Government will make to aug-
ment the number, I think we can safely
leave the whole of these institutions in
their hands. Now, I would like to say
a word or two iii connection with the in-
terest Sir Winthrop Hackett and your-
self have taken in these institutions. I
think this House should feel proud of
the fact that two of its most prominent
members have taken such an interest in
these institutions. There is no question
in regard to Sir Winthrop Hackett, al-
though wre on the goldfields sometimes
look on him as being not altogether a
friend of ours.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: This is the first
time I have heard that said.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE (Honorary
Minister) : When T say not altogether a
friend of ours I mean it is often men-
tioned on the goldfields that with the
power hie has in the metropolis a nil tie
control he exercises over the Press of
the metropolis, Sir Winthrop Hackett
muight perhaps have (lone More for the
goldfields than he has done. However,
it is a fact about which there is no
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juesition that Sir Winthrop Hackett
has shown a very great amount of disin-
terestednes.s ill supporting the institu-
tions referred to in the measure. I think
everybody must recognise the great work
hie has done for the Library, Museum,
Art Gallery, Zoo, the King's Park, and
many other works and places now well
established in favour in Western Aus-
tralia. We can only hope lie will be a
prominent member of the trustees to be
appointed under the Bill, and will be
spared to go on with the good work he
has already done. He has helped to lay
the foundations of these several institul-
tions, and we hope that in conjunction
with yourself hie will live to render inan~y
years of useful service for the benefit of
the State of Western Australia. I feel
this Bill must appeal to members of the
Chamber, and that there is no necessity
for me to say anything further in the
mnatter. I move -

That the Bill be nowv read a seco-nd
time.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom- Will thie
Minister explain Clause 4, and what is
meant by "co-optation?"

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE (Hfonorary,
Minister) :It means. I understand, the
election by themselves of two others to
Join the body.

Hon. Sir J. W. HACKETT (South-
Ws):I want to congratulate the mnem-

bars of the Government on having taken
np this matter. It is not a very important
one from my point of %ien', but it is neces-
sary that these powers should be entirely
revised. I say it is not important. because
it is a curious thing how very smoothly
and, I trust, with what efficiency, the body
called the committee have been able to
work. Absolntely that committee were
without a vestige of right. They certainly
made contracts, kept the place clean,
added specimens and books, looked after
the pictures and so on, hut I would defy
any hon. member to discover on what legal
basis tbey rested. If there was ever any
appointment all official record of it has
been lost in the public departments. It
was 23 years ago, a long period in the life
-of this State, when the first eommittee

were appointed. They had a shred of
power. Ten years afterwards their nuni-
her was added to by three or four new
members, but nothing whatever authoris-
ig them to act in the hig-h-handed way
they have done has yet been discovered.
The main purpose of the Bill is to create
these trustees, and if the House in its iris-
tiom can point out any changes which
might be made with advantage to the Bill
I hope members will not be slow in bring-
ing those changes forward. As a matter
of fact, when we consider the value of the
jproperty, the importance of the work in
hand, and the extent to which the public
have made use of these institutions, we
find that not a moment's delay should
occur before the gentlemen who live to
control such a state of affair% are vested
wvith fall and ample power fromn a coni-
stitutional point of view. Perhaps I may
add a few figures, to those given by my
lion1. fliend, Mr. Mie,_nzie. It would
hardlyv be credited that the number of
visitors to the Public Library since its
initiation in the year of the first Jubilee
of Queen Victofria totals two million read-
ers. It may be supposed I am drawing
the long bow, but as far as I can discover
over two million readers have taken ad-

anteof that institution since flit it was
located in the premises of the old Western
Australian Bank until now, when it is
housed in the present comfortable and
Spacious quarters. Last year about
230,J000 people passed the turnstiles of
all these inistitutions. If I cared to delay
the House I could give startling figures
with regard to the specimens, exhibits,
and collections generally, figurres -which the
House would scarcely be ready to credit
iun less 'they had thie assurance of gentlemen
of the unimpeachable probity of nmy two
hon. friends representing the Government
in this Chamber. 'When all these smat-
ters are taken into view they constitute
a case -which I am sure the House will niot
refuse to grant. I desire to assure the
House there is no principle whatever in
volved in the Bill except the taking pains
to put our institutions on a proper basis,
aid taking care to protect their contents,
and to give adequate powers to those en-
trusted with their management. That is the
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whole object of the Bill. There is no ques-
tion of a library- or no library, additions
to art g-allery or -no additions. The one
matter we asked you to attend to is the
clothingi Of these trustees with proper
lega powers to enable them to carry out
their wrork. I earnestly trust that will
commend itself to the House, and if any
question of a highly contentions character,
such as "co-opt" and "co-optation" should
arise, I hav-ke 110 doubt sufficient answer
can be given by the members of the Gov-
ernment. I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the iecond reading of the Bill.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS (IMetropolitan):-
I feel sure the Bill will commend itself to
every lion, member. 'My only reason for
rising is that I find Cluase 16 provides
that the trustees may appoint such officers
and servants as may be necessary. I un-
dersiand the officers in. those instituttions
are appointed by the Public Service Corn-
missioner, but I am not sure on this point.

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett: No; that is
not so.

Hon. A. 0. JENKINS:- I only rose be-
cause I thought it was so, and that con-
sequtl there should be some saving
clause put in the Bill.

li-on. W. KINGSMILL (Metropoli-
tall) : It is, Of course, My intention to
support the second reading of the Bill
which is so vitally essential to the very
existence, or might in time prove vitally
essential 'to the vetr existence, of these
institutions, which I ventirre to say are
very highly appreciated by the public of
Perth. Indeed, it is a matter of wonder
and s;urprise to me that these institutions,
and the committee which have existed ab-
sodutely without any locus standi from the
legal point of view, have got through the
years which have elapsed without getting
into some serious legal trouble. It argues
well for the tact displayed by the comk-
mittee. I may be allowed to say a few
words, in connection with these various in-
stitu lions covered by the Bill. In the first
plape. it should be a matter of congratula-
tion to an ,ybody who visits the Public
librory to see the young people to whom
Mr.. )icKenzie alluded enjoying the use
of the library to the great extent they do,

and if it lies in the power of the trustees;
to make that library even more attractive
to the young people who flock there in
numbers which are S~rprisin, I hope
those efforts will not be wanting on the
part of the trustees. With regard to the
MILISeuiM [ am afraid 1 cannot be quite so
enthusiastic. I Lnderstand-1 speak sub-
ject to corretion-that tie natural his-
tory part of tile Museum is to a g reat ex-
tent bein, if not neg-lected, at all events.
not atteinded to with that diligence which
is imperative at the present juncturre. Our
fauna. in Western Australia are a fa-;
decreasing asset. On the outlying islands
alon our- coast there exist forms of life
which are known only in those special
localities, forms which are disap.-pearing(
(lay by day as those islands are occupied
and brought uinder settlement. [t is, T
think, essential that of the money g-iveni
to the trustees a larger proportion should
be spent in securing those specimens,
which are of such immense scientific value,
before they pass out of existence.

Hon. Sir J. WV. Hackett: We are doing
a good deal of it now.

Hon. W. KINGSMLL: I know a good
deal is being- done, but not so muchi now
as in the past. A few years ag-o a collec-
tor was employed by the comimittee, one of
lie best collectors who has ever under-
taken the work in Australia, and lie did
admirable work while he was employed.
But one of the first expenses to be cut

down when hard times fell upon the coni-
mittee was this section. It is a great pity
and I hope under the government of the
new trustees efforts, will be made to set
this collecting systemn going again.

Silting quspended from? 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Ilon. WV. KLNGS2IILI4 : I was dealing-
withi what I consider the urgent necessity,
if thlis c~unsennh of arts is to occupy the
position we hope it Wvill occLupy and which
it has occu~pied in the past of being a
scientific success, that the trustees when
appointed Should pay the utmost atten-
tion to the natural history part of the
Museum, more especially in view of the
fat-i that day b 'y dlay rare specimens onl1y
known in this part of the world are dis;-
appearing from the( remote parts of Aus;-
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tralia. There is onc peculiar omission
from the Hill for which I should like
some explanation. As you know, and as
an 'ybody Avwo has taken an interest
in the Musetum and Art Gallery must be
aware, a fair proportion of the speci-
mhens in the 'Museumn and the works of art
in the Art Gailler ' are there not as the
property of the trustees, hut are on loan.
It appears to mue this Bill recognises only
one form of holding and if we turn to
Clause 15 we find-

All books, maps, mainscripts, docu-
ments, and papers, all pictures, engrav-
tugs, and wvorks of art, all coins and
medals, all objects of natural history,
mineral specimens, and exhibits, and all
other goods and chattels now contained
in the Public Library of Western Aus-
tralia. and the Western Australian
M~useum and Art Gallery, situated on
the land described in th sehiedule to
this Act, are hereby vested in the trus-
tees.

I suppose I am right in saying that if this
Bill becomes an Act and Clause 15 re-
itatns as it is, then the specimens, pie-
tires, works of art, or whatever they ale,
that are there on loan, thereby become
absolutely' the propet ' of the trustees.

Hon. Stir J. WV. Hackett: There has
been anr arrangement.

Hion. W. KINOSMILL: Would it not
be well to express that arrangement in the
Hiil I think it would be well to recog-
nise that the trustees in addition to own-
lug properly have the ability to htold pro-
perty on loan. I think that could be
added very easily, and I think that an
amendment could be devised. 7ff this step
is taken it will be a courtesy and graceful
act to those people who have been kind
enough-not so kind as people like my
friend Sir Winthrop Hackett who has
given so many donations torthe institution
-to give their works of art on loan to
tire gallery.

Hon). R. D. McKenzie (Honorary Min-
ister) :You cannot confiscate these peo-
ple's property.

Hon. W. KIXOSMILL: No. but if
they went to law they could not get them
back. Howverr it is not likely to occur
and I think it would be well to express

that there are other ways of holding pro-
perty, and I think that provision could
he made in the Bill in that way. There
is another matter to which I wish to call
the attention of the Council and that is
with regard to Clause 14. The land is
vested in trustees and it is alluded to in
the schedule; alb o tire buildings are vested
in trustees with !ertain exceptions. In
Clause 14 there is a provision which
read-

P rovided that the Governor may,
after notification to the trustees of his
intention, liermit [ lie Geological Sur-
vey Branch of the Department of
Mines to occupy the offices in that por-
tioni of the ,aid buildings situated at
the corner of Beaufort-streer and
Francis-street, and used at the corn-
menenient of this Act by the said
branch for suchi time and subject to
such conditions as to the Governor may
seem fit.

That is very good, [those are the offices of
the Government Geologist. But there is an
omission, I presume it is an omission by
design atid not by accident. All those
buildings occupied by the Government As-
sayer are situated, not at the corner of
Beaufort and Frainks-streets, but in a
street kntown as Mfuseumn-street, I pre-
sunme it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to provide better quarters for that
officer in the future or this building will
c-q' into the hands of the trustees, and the
hiads of the trustees seem to he very
willing to take all that they can get. That
those hands are not unwilling to acquire
property, lawfully it is true, is evidenced]
by another instance whieh I will give to
the Council and I am sure Sir Winthrop
Hackett is well aware of the circumstances
of this case. There is at present in the
MNuseum what is undoubtedly a rich and
goo0d collection of mineral specimens.
They comprise 22,000 specimens alto-
gther consisting of about 13,000 original

and permanent specimens and 9,090 dup-
licates. The actual specimens belonuzing to
the 'Museum properly' and legally only
numaber- 1,000, they consist of a little col-
lection which is known as the Wood-
wvardian specimens of a type of minerals
acquired from various parts of tlhe earth
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and of' no very great local significance,
and they do not claim to be representta-
tire or the Suate of Western Australia.
In addition tip that there is the old geo-
logical collection of minerals numbering
1,7001 specimens. It is stated by a gentle-
man who had a great (leal to do with the
collection of specime~ns. -Mr. Hardman,
who was at one tine Government Gee-
Ino, ist in the eighties, that they were
handed over to the Museum authorities,
and when the Geological Department
wanted these specimuens it was found ne-
cessary to have the collection of minerals
by Order-in-Council, and the date and
number of that order can be obtained
fromn the executive council minute-

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett: Nothing of
the kind.

flon. W. KINGSM1ILL: Sir Winthrop
Hackett wvill find, if lie looks; up file
4887-06, that they were transferred for-
inally to the Government G4eologist: this
alludes to the 1,700 sp~ecimens out of the
20.000 in the collection. There is another
collection, a geological collection of fos-
sils numbering .1,000, but the principal
bulk of the mineral collection consists of
18.000 mnineral specimens collected by) the
Government Geologist's Department. or
purchased, and they are undoubtedly' of
very great value in carrying out the work
of this department. 1 hope somue amicable
arrangement will be arrived avt between
the Geologist's TDepartment and the trus-
tees to be created by this Bill.

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett: It has been
arrived at with the Minister for Mines.

Hon. W. KTNGSMUlsL: I understand
from information supplied to me that the
Minister promised to place an amend-
mnent in the Bill restoring the care and
p~ossession of thie collection of specimens
to the Government Oeologist's Depart-
ment. but so far I cannot find in the Bill
an"v provision to that intent.

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett: The Gu; em-
went Geologist can take his own speci-
mens away any time be likes.

Hon. W. KINGSM1ILL: If that is so
would it not be well to amend Clause
15 of tile Bill, because Clause 15 of the
Bill res everything found in the build-
ing in the hiand,; of the trustees. If this
arranu-ement has; been made I venture to

say it would be just n-; well to exp~ress
it in the measure. There would not be the
slightest difflcnltY' ii] expressing it, it
simply reQUlire a1 Aerv small amendment.
and if Sir Winthrop Hackett will move
it ifl (onmil tee I have already taken the
trouble to have it drafted. In Clause 15.
Subelause 1, after "Schedule of this, Act"
the words might be inserted, "other Iham
those specimens, books-. Inap4. and doen-
mfents now the property of the Geolo-
gical Survey Branch of the Department
of Mines.

Hlon. Sir J. W. Hackett:- That will noc
do0.

Hlon. AV. KINOISMILL: I have not the
slightest objection to the hon. member
moving ain amiendmnent on my proposed
amendment and striking out all the wvorcb
after "property" with the view of insert -
ing "of the Minister for Mlines." I do
not want to see any hampevinig restrie-
tions placed on the Geological Survey De-
partmnent by these specimens being handaed
over to the -Museuma by this Bill. If they
are vested in the trustees at any time a
good deal of friction may arise between
the two departments and a good deal of
ineouvenienee caused to the Department of
Geological Survey, because it must be re-
membered that a geological collection is
one of the tools of trade of any geo-
logical department. I do not know that
I would not be accused of trenching, per-
haps, on the ground of another hon. mem-
ber. Mr. Cullen, if I were to make one or
two remarks about the verbiage of this
Bill, because I have come to the conchu-
sion that Mr. Cullen has largely assumne 4

and rightly assumed the position of formav-
list in this House. In Clause 3 there is
an expression which is somewhat unusual
in the legislation of Western Australia,
where the trustees are alluded to as "a
body politic." A body corporate occurs
wherever an operation of the kind pro-
posed in this Bill is carried out, but a
body politic is new to me. This may he
due. however, to my inexperience. I have
been accustomed to hear these words in
connection With the community as a whole.

llon. J1. F. (Culien: It is a little exalt--
tion.
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Hon. W. KTNGSMILL: Then the word
"exaltation" should be printed in brackets
at the end of the sentence, not necessarily
as part of the clause. Then, again, there
is the word "co-optation"; it is a legal
expression which has a rather terrifying
effect on the ordinary layman. I am as-
sured it is a usual expression, a modern
expression, and I am glad to hear that.

Ron. ., F. Cullen: It is somewhat eccle-
siastic.

Hon. H. D. MvKenzie (Honorary M1ini-
ster) ; What is wrong with it?

Hon. W. IUNOSMILL: There is noth-
ing- wrong with it; I congratulate the
Minister on having discovered it; my re-
marks are made more in admiration than
in anger. The expression appears to me
to be a very fine one, and as some expres-
sions are valued for their rarity, this must
indeed be a gem of the first water.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie (Honorary Mini-
ster) : It Came out Of the Museum.

Hon. W. KINGSILL: I suspected ii
was a very rare specimen. With the ex-
ception of the matters which I have called
attentiofi to and to which I hope considera-
tion will be given in Committee, I do not
think there is anything further thiat I can
say. When the Bill is in Committee I
shall not be in my place on the floor of
the House, but I think I can with safety
entrust the second amendment, at all
events, that relating to the property of
the Geological Survey Department, to the
able hands of my friend Sir Winthrop
Hackett. I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading of this Bill
which I recognise is a most essential mea-
sure if the work of the Committee is to
be carried out with that due dignity and
safety which its importance demands.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL-DISTRICT FIRE BRIGADES
ACT AMENDMIENT.

In Committee.
Hon. W. IKingsmil! in the Chair; the

Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Amendment of Section 45:
Hon. A. 0. JFgNKINS: This clause

had received his support on the second

reading, but he desired at that stage to
make a few remarks in order to call at-
tention to an error which appeared in that
morning's newspaper in connection with
the report of the proceedings on this par-
ticular Bill at the previous sitting. Ac-
cording to the newspaper he (11r. Jen-
kins) made certain remarks to the effect
that he knew of a case where a local
authority had water but had no hose to
carry it through, If his remarks con-
veyed that meaning to the House he was
sorry indeed. It would be remembered
that on the second reading an hon. mem-
ber spoke and rather severely criticised
the working of the lpresent board. He
(Mr. Jenkins) rose to defend the memt-
bers of the board, and his remarks were
in answer to some comments made by Mr.
Stuhbs when that hon. member said he
knew of instances where a fire brigades
board had put a hose and a machine in
a district where there was no water. He
(Mr. Jenkins) said that he knew that
previously to the Fire Brigades Board
taking control that in nearly every fire
brigades area throughout the State there
was water but they had no hose. A-s be
was reported that morning it would ap-
pear that he stated that tinder the present
Fire Brigades Board -we were in the same
position that there was water but that
there was no supply of hose. He would
not like the Fire Brigades Board to think
that he was casting such a reflection on
them.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The clause dealt
with the position in which the board
could, so to speak, gently bring the local
authorities np to the proper mark. Wher-
ever there was a nucleus of a town there
should be the nucleus of fire preventative
machinery. In some States they did it
cheaply by volunteer fire brigades, and
with only a certain amtount of expense
for apparatus. He hoped this board
would not be so intent on a cut and dried
and complete scheme. If they helped
small boards to avoid unnecessary ex-
penditure, before many years were over
every local authority would have its bri-
gade.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
board encouraged volunteer fire brigades
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-wherever possible. It would be quite im-
possible to have fire brigades in small
towns if all the members had to be paid.
When the House passed the Act it spe-
cially provided to give every encourage-
ment to volunteer firemen And it gave
them a representative on the board.

Clause put and passed.
New clause:
Hon, 'M. L. MOSS moved-

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 4 :-'If either House of Par-
liament, within 30 days next after any
,regulations or by-laws have been so laid
before it, resolves that such regulations
or by-laws ought to be annulfled, the
same shall after the dare of such resolu-
tion be of no effect without prejudice
to the validity of anything done in the
meantime under the same."

There was no need to explain the reasons;
they had been given already a dozen imes.

New clause passed.
New clause:
Hon. 1f. L. MOSS moved-

2'hat the following be added to stand
as Clause 5 :--CAn;y proclamation made
by the Governor under the principal Act
or this Amendment Act shall be laid be-
fore both Houses of Parliament awithin
14 days after such publication if Par-
liament is then sitting, and if Parlia-
mnent is -not then sitting, within 141 days
after its next sitting, and if either
House of' Parliament, within 30 days
after such proclamation has been so laid
before it, resolves that such proclama-
tion ought to be annulled, the same
shall, after the date of such resolution,
be of no effect without prejudice to the
validity of anything done in the mean-
time under lte same."

It was rather surprising to hear the Mini-
ster state the other night that it had not
been usual to lay these proclamations on
the Table of the House.

The Colonial Secretary: They are gaz-
etted.

Hon. 11. L. M1OSS: Under the Tnterpre-
tation Act of 1898 it was perfectly clear
to his mind that these proclamations had
to be laid on the Table of the House. The
new clause would clear up the matter.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
hon. member had gone a great deal fur-
ther than wre had ever gone before. The
Bill was a very small one; it was for a
particular purpose suud it was not wise to
insert in it an amendment of the descrip-
tion proposed. The same reason did not
apply in this instance as to the Health
-Bill, under which wide powers for making
regulations were required. Under the Fire
Brigades Act the regulations were only
the ordinary regulations required for the
working of any Act. Proclamations were
never laid on the Table, and the only proc-
lamnatioiis dealt With in this Bill
were those for the alterations of
boundaries. It would be almost im-
possible to work the Act if either
House could disallow proclamations
ais well as by-laws and regulations.
Regulations, or Orders in Council, could
be annulled by a vote of either House, and
surely that power was sufficient.

Hon. 'M. L. MOSS: Section It of the
Interpretation Act of 1898 made it clear
that every proclamation made by the Gov-
ernor should he laid on the Table of the
House, and it was certainly news to him
that important proclamations were pub-
lished under these statutes and never saw
thbe light of day so far as Parliament was
concerned. By these proclamations the
Governor could -take out of a particular
municipality or roads board an area liable
to be taken into account in making the es-
timate of the proportion that the local
anthority should have to pay under the
Act, and it was .just as necessary that Par-
liament should maintain a supervision
over proclamnations as over ordinary regu-
lations or by-laws. It was desirable that
Parliament should retain power to either
Houses to disallow those proclamations;
it was a power that would i)ot be used
except when some Government made regu-
lations or proclamations without just
grounds.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Inter-pretation Act never intended that
proclamations should be laid before Par-
liament. Thousands of proclamations
were made each year, and did Mr. M3oss
mean to say that every proclamation of a
bank holiday should be laid on the Table
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Hon. M.%. L. 'Moss; I do.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

Table would be littered with nothing but
proclamations. A proclamation was only
a notification that a certain thing had been
done, and was in that respect vastly- dif-
ferent from a regulation which contained
a governing po-wer. The amendment
would mean that proclamations under the
Fire Brigades Act should be laid onl the
Table although proclamations -tnder all
ether Adts had not to be -tabled; it would
further mean that either House could dis-
allow a proclamation, whereas it could not
be disallowed by both Houses at thle pres-
ent time, The amendment, therefore,
wvent too far.

Amendment put and a division taken
With thle follow1ing resLilt:

Ayes .. . .. 10
'Noes .8. .

Majority for

Han. J. F. Culien Hon.
Hon, J. W. Kirwan Iron.
Hon. J. W. Laugaford HOD.
Hon. C. McKenzie Hon.
Hon. M, L. Moss
Hon. B, Q. O'Brien

NORS.

Mon. E. XI. C0arke Hon.
Hon. J. 0.:.7 Honli ~o..
Hon. D. G. Cawier IHon.
Hon. J. W. Hackett
Hon. R,. D. McKenzie

.. 2

W. Patrick
S. Stubbs
r. H. wiling
a. Laurie

(Teller).

E. MeLarty
C. A. Plaes
J. T. Clowrey

(Teller).

New clause thus passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported withi amendments; and the

report adopted.

BI LL-IIEALTH.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair.

Postponed clause 264-Reports to be
furnished:-

The CHAIRMAN:- Progress was re-
p~olted on t-he consideration of postponed
Clause 264.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN- It has been
pointed out to the Minister that it was
impossible to comply -with Subsection 2.

wthich provided that a report should be
furnished to the medical officer within 48
hours of a birth. He lad asked the 'Mini-
ster to work out some amendment, and if
that had not been done hie would suggest
that the clause should be amended to read
that the report should be furnished "by
the first mail."

The Colonial Secretary: It is only a re-
port to thle district medcal officer.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: A birth might
happ~en at a place which would be t-wo
weeks distance from thie medical officer by
even the first mail. He moved an amend-
. nent-

That the Toords at the end of Subt-
(louse 2, "within 48 hours of the event,"
be struck out and "by the first mail"
inserted in lieu,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

amendment would defeat the whole object
of the clause which was to prevent certain
mnalpractices. The clause only applied to
midwifery nurses registered Lander Che
Act. Persons other than registered mid-
wifery nurses more than five miles from
at medical practitioner could attend cass,
and there was no obligation on them to
report, So people in the country would
not he affected. The clause would merely
affect those in towns; and in the places
where there were several mails during the
day the amendment would provide that a
report woulId h ave to he furnished perhaps
within 10 minutes of the event. So the
hon. member's amendment would work
harshily in the other direction. Members
need have no fear that the depantment
would take proceedings, for instance,
against a person at IKojonup not notify-
ing- within '48 hours, through its being
necessary to wrait three days for a mail.
No Minister would allow a depairtment to
be conducted in that waty. Subelause 4
provided that the occupiers of a house
had to give notice forthwith.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Make this "forth-
with."

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
would be 110 great objection to that.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: It would be ian-
possible in outback places to notify the,
medical officer within 48 hours. When
this clause was postponed it was tinder-
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stood the Minister was sympathetic to-
wards aI] amendment and] was going ito
miake some alteration.

Hon. 3. F. Cullen: The Minister has
been too busy.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. J. F. Cullen. Very well, I leave it

to the M1inister.*
loun. C. A. PIESSE: There was no

time fixed for a notification required f rom
the occupier under Suhelause 4.

The Colonial Secretary: Were such
eases likely to occur in the country?'

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Yes.
The Colonial Secretary: Then it would

be at a lying-in home.
Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The Minister

must have been too busy to aittend to the
matter and said "let it go." That was
how a great deal of legislation was
bungled.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I rise
to a point of order.

'Hon. J. F. CL'LLEN: I have not
finished my sentence yet.

The COLONIAL SECR.ETARY: I ob-
ject to an uncalled for statement going
on record that I did not look into the
clause, and thait it is being treated hap-
hazard- I have given the clause a great
deal of consideration and the hon. mem-
ber hats no right to make that statement.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must writhdraw the statement, having re-
ceived the assurance of the Minister that
lie has looked into the clause.

H-on. J. F. CULLEN: I am ready to
withdraw the words that have offended the
Minister, but what is the Rouse to con-
clude?

The Colonial Secretary: Because the
amendment is not brought in to suit your-
self.

Hon. J1. F. CULLEN: The utter futility
of the clause was pointed out to the 'Min-
ister.

The Colonial Secretary: Which I do
not admit.

]on. J1. F. CULLEN: The Chairman
might ask the 'Minister not to interrupt
so persistently. The futility of the clause
was pointed out, on two grounds. It only
covered midwifery nurses, and did not
cover the illicit practitioners who travelled

the country to pursue their calling. The
people the Minister endeavoured to get at
the clause left out.

The Colonial Secretary:- They are
touched in other Acts.

Hon. J, F. CULLEN:- The Criminal
Code!

The Colonial Secretary: Yes.
Hon, J. F. CULLEN: The Criminal

Code also covered midwives. 'Why have
legislation for registered midwives and not
for illicit practitioners?7 That was the
first evidence of the futility of the clause.
The second evidence was that it provided
at heavy penalty for something that could
not be carried out. A large percentage of
the births in this State would take place
where it was impossible to inform the
mnedical olicer within 4,9 hours. If the
Minister had looked into the clause was
he going to allow it to go as his clause'?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes.
Hon. J. F. CULLEN had done his ut-

most to support the Minister, hut in f uture
he would need to very carefully watch the
Minister's work.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Would the Minis-
ter amend Suhelause 4 so that the occupier
couild send intimation in writing? Accord-
ing- to the subelause the unfortunate occu-
pier would need to leave his work and
personally report a certain event. Surely
it could be provided that the notice might
he in witing.

Hlon. Md. L. MOSS: It seemed th-at hon.
members desired to alter Subelause 2 in
such a manner that if a doctor were at
such a distance as would constitute more
than a 4,9 hours' journey further time
might be allowed for the giving of notice.
Surely it was only a reasonable request.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause applied only to registered midwives
and it was necessary that it should be left
to the department to administer it with
commonsense. Subelause 4 was designed
with the object of comnpleting the record
of births. He hoped the Committee would
allow the clause to stand.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: In his own dis-
trict he had known cases in which a
daughter had retuarned to her -mother's
borne at a critical time. That home in
many instances was 20, 30, or even 50)
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miles from the neatest town, yet all the
penalties attached to the clause at one
applied to that household.

Clause put and passed.
Postponed Clause 26S: M1odel By-laws:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 'In
accordance with the suggestion made on
the preceding evening, be moved an am-
endment-

'That the following be added to
stand afs 8ubrlause 1 :-9J7henerer
a local authority adopts the whole
or any portion of such by-laws
the by-laws No adopted shall in all couerts
he deemedl to be wit/tin the powers eon-
ferred upon the local authority to make
by-lawcs unt/r the totf."

Amendment passed; the clause as am-
ended agreed to.

Postponed tiatise 272 (as previously
amrended) put and passed.

P"ostponed Clause 293-Liability of
owner and oevupier uinder requisition or
order:

lIou. 1). (1. GAWVLER: This clause
provided that iii eases where the owner
and occupier were jointly liable to do Cer'-
tain work under the Act the one who paid
for the work was to be entitled to recover
fromithe other. The objectionable part of
the clause was contained in Subelause 53
and its proviso, the meaning of which
was that the rights and obligations of
the parties could not be taken into con-
siderntion if the lease was for a less
period than three years. Subclause 6
served to muake the moatter even worse.
Briefly, the effect of the whole clause was
that the owner and occupier could do no-
thing, between themselves privately. He
moved an amendment-

That all words after "premises" in
line 4 of Subelause 5 downe to the end
of Subela use 6 be struck out.

Amendment passed; the clause a-, am-
-ended agreed In.

Postponed ClaHuse 295-Provisions as
to charge, on land or premises:

lion. D7. G. GAWLER: This clause
*dealt %vith the making of expenditure and
charge on land. It seemed to him it
inight operate very harshly against an

owner, especially if that owner were at a
distance. He moved an amiendment-

That the folio wing be added to stand
as Subelanse I :--'tProrided that such
regulations shall not authorisc any lend
to be sold except pursuant to an order
of a mnagist rate which shall not be made
unless three miouths before the makcing
thereof notice of intention to apply for
such order has been published in the
Go',ernment Gazette and giuen to every
person who upon search in the Office of
Titles or Registry of Deeds, as the case
may require, appears to be entitled to
ainy estate or interest or mortgage or
other security in or over the land."
Amendment put and passed; the clause

as amended agreed to.
First Schedule-agreed to.
Second Schedule-Offensive trades:
On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-

RETARY, the schedule was amended by
inserting after "bone-mills or bone man-
tire depots" the words "chemical mills";
also after "fish-curing establishments,
fish shops" the words "flock factories,"
and the schedule as amended was agreed
to.

Third Schiedule:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This

should be struck out as consequential on
the striking out of the vaccination clause.

Schled nie put and negatived.
Bilt reported with amendments.

Recommittal.
On motion by the COLONTAL~ SEC-

RETARY. Bill rcommitted for the pur-
pose Of reconsidering certain clauses.

Clause 3-nterpretation:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

first two aniendutents which hie would
more had the same effect. There were
certain amnendmentls made in another
place which threw a great deal of respon-
sibility on the owner, and in order to re-
relieve the owner, to a certain extent, the
amendments were moved. He moved an
amendmen t-

[That the deflnition of "owner" be
struck out and the following inserted
in lien:.-"Strice oat the definition of
'owner' and insert 'Owner mreans the
person for the time being receiving the
rack-rent of the lands o~r premises in
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connectio;1 g-ill whiche the word is used.
whkether on his own account or as agent
or trustee for any other person . or who
wrould so rceire the same if such pre-
mises wvere let at a rack-rent.'"
Amendmnent passed.
On motion byv the COLONIAL SEC-

RETARtY, after the definition of "public
vehicle" the following- definition was in-
serted:-"Rack-rent means rent which is
not less than, two-thirds of the full net
annual value of the property out of which
the rent arises: and the full net value
shall be taken to be the rent at which the
property mig-ht reasonably be expected
to let from year to year from rates and
taxes, and deducting therefrom the prob-
able average annnal cost of the repairs,
insurance, and other expenses (if any)
necesary- to maintain the some in a state
to command such rent."

Clause as amended agreed to.
Clause 27-Appointments to he ap-

proved:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved -
That the followoing be inserted as a

new subelause :-Wo officer entrusted
with moneys under this Act shall be ap-
pointed by a local authority -until he
shall have given suche security (if any)
for the faithful discharge of his duties
as the (Commissioner may direct, -nor
shall any such offlcer be continued in
hlis offic exrcept whilst suck security (if
any) is subsisting and in force."

This was an omission made in the Bill.
It was usual that officers handling money
should give security.

Amendment passed: the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 39-Power to levy general
health inte:

On Iliolion byv the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY, Sabclause 31 was amended by
insertitig after -'on" in line 4 the words,
"the annual ratable value or ;" also ini
line 5 liv iiniertin g after "value" the
,word~ "asl the case may be"; and the
clause as amended was agreed to.

Clause til--Ruildings withouit drains:
On motion byv the COLONIAL SEC-

RETARY, the clause iras amended by
striking out of S"uhelnuse I the wordis

"except with the permissioni of the local
authority, and subject to and in accord-
aunce with such by-laws, as the local an-
thority may from time to time prescribe,"'
and insertin- in lien "unless or until
such drains (if any) as the lo-cal autho-
rity deems necessary for the effectual
drainage of the house or provided to the
satisfaction of the local authority," and
the clause as amended was agreed to.

Clause 87-Sanitary charge in respect
of non-ratable property:

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
R.ETARY, thle clause was amended by
striking out of line 2 the words "and
other" and inserting "urine or" in lieu,
and the clause as amended -was agreed to.

Clause 145-Removal of offensive mat-

On motion by COLONIAL SECRE -
TARY, tihe words "1owner and occupier
shall be severally," in lines 12 and 13,
were struck out and "owner or occupier
as the case may be, shall be" were in-
serted; also in line t-wenty-six the words
"ow-ner and occupier" were struck out and
"foccupier or owner as the case may be'"
inserted, and the clause as amended was
agreed to.

Clause 158-Slaughter houses to be
kept in accordance with Act:

On motion by COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY, the words "the owner and occu-
pier. shall be severally," in line three of
Subelause 2 was struck out and "he shall
be"l inserted in lien, and the clause as
amen ded was agreed to.

Clause 105--Officers. acting under rea-
sonable belief immune:

On motion by COLONIAL SECRE-
rTARY, the words "officer of the Com-
mis sioner"l in line 7 were struck out and
"public health official or officer" inserted
in lieu, and the clause as, amuended was
agreed to.

Clause 182-Labelled description:-
Oni motion by the COLONIAL SW-

RETARY, the word "Part," in line 5, was
struck ouit and "fact" inserted in lieui,
and the clause as amended Was agreed to.

Clause 183-Frozen or chilled mealto
be labelled:

On motion by COLONIAL SEClIE-
'VARY. after the word "affix," in line 2.
the wonrd., "and keep affixed" were in-
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serted, and the clause Ps amepnded was
agreed to.

Clause 2.53--The Mfidwives' Registra-
tion Board:-

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
anl amendment-

That the following be added to stand
as Subelause 5 :-"M'Jatron"' means a
nurse holding a general nursing and
midwvifery qualification.
Hon. M1. L. MOSS: Who was going to

issue this certificate of qualification'? He
could understand it being issued after the
Bill had been in force some time. It
would then be a sensible definition.

The Colonial Secretary: It is well
known that there is a general nurses' cer-
tificate.

Hon. )1I. L. 'MOSS: There is nothing
of that sort in ejistence in this State.

Ron, J. F. CULLEN: The simplest
way would be to make the clause read
"9matron in charge of a public hospital or
Who has had charge of a public hospital."

Trhe (COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
was simply a direction to the Minister or
the Commissioner that a matron was a
nurse holding a general nursing and mid-
wifery qjualification. A "matron" was
hard to define, but this definition should
be quite clear.

Hon. 21. L. MOSS: "M1atron" was an
unfortunate word in the clause. It wouild
be better to make the clause provide for
"two persons practising the profession of
a nurse."1

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
On motion 'by the COLONIAL SEC-

RLETARY, clause amended by striking out
of the third line of Suhelause 3 the word
"'matrons" and inserting the word
Ad'nurses" in lieu.

Clause as amended agreed to.
Bill again reported with further amend-

ments, 'and a message transmitted to the
Assembly requesting that the amendments
be made, leave being given to sit again
on receipt of a message from the As-
sembly.

BILL- ROADS.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Conirnolly) in moving the seond

readinge said : In introducing this Bill
1 do not think it is necessary for tue to
deal with the measure at any great length
as I ami sure that membersoare fairly
well aware of its conitenrts, inasmuch as it
has been before the country for several
rears. Nevertheless, the necessity for this
measure is very urgent. Every possible
care has been take]] in drafting this Bill,
every source of itnformation was exhaust-
ed before the Bill was prepared, and fllI
consideration has been given to thle vary-
ing. requirements of the State. The Bill
mnay be briefly summied up as providing
for suiburban or country toads boards,
g-olilfields. roads boards, and pastoral
roads boards. Prior to the passing of the
Roads Act of 1902, which this measure
repeals, rating by roads boards was op-
tional. They were very little better than
advisory boards, because they did not,
when it was not cornpulsory, impose any
rates on themselves or at thle miost to
only a very limited extent, The proof of
that is that the whole of the boards in
existence prior to that time collected a
total of £9,000 per annum, while for the
financial year ended 30th June last the
iating revenuie for- the present roads
boards totalled £C62,000 throughout the
whole State. By the Act of 1902 rating
was first made COMPOdSOry, aind if I re-
metmher rightly the 1902 Bill was intro-
duced by a member Of this House, the
Hon, \r Sommers. Experience gainied
during the working of the 1902 Act made
it iiecessary to p~ass from timie to titus
four amending Aets. This Bill repeals
these Acts, consolidates the laws, and
makes the necessary provision for the
requnirements of the boards owing to
the change in their ditties consequtim
on the growth of their iniportance and re-
spobnsibility. The present Act empowers
boards to levy rates, and recover by pro-
cess of law and sell the land if the rates
are not paid. But this provision is some-
what defective; and boards have horl in
consequlenice to earn' a large amount of
rates over frorn year to year because they
could not sell the land for the recovery of
the rates. The Bill improves the law in
that respect. The existing Act was the
first measure ill this State which intro-
duced rating onl unimproved values,. and
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that is continued in this Bill with cer-
tain exceptions; which I will mention when
I come to that portion of the measure.
Mly one time colleague, the late Mr. Price,
was the first to take this Bill in hand,
some three or four years ago, and after all
possible informaton had been collected by
the department from various roads board
conferences, members of Parliament, et-
cetera, he called together an informal con-
ference witb Mr. Graham (Chairman) and
Mir. Proctor (Secretary) of the Roads
Board Association, M1r. Davidson (Chair-
man) and 3.r. Richardson (Secretary) of
the Kalgoorlie roads board, M1r. Brown,
M.L.A., w'ho for many years was secre-
tary of the Perth roads board, and M1r.
Dixon, perhaps one of the oldest roads
board secretaries in the State. After that
conference with these gentlemen the Bill
was first drafted. I lparticularly empha-
sise the fact of this, conference being held,
because it may be argued that the Bill has
been brought down at a late hour of the
session,and that it is a very large Bill, but
it has had very careful consideration at
the hands of the people whom it more
particularly affects, and who give special
attention to this form of local govern-
ment. The Bill was introduced to the
Legislative Assembly by the late Mr. Price
two years, ago, and upon the second read-
ing was adjourned in order to refer it to
a conference of roads boards. That con-
ference was hld in Perth in April of last
year. The conference consisted of mem-
ber~s of roads boards throughout the State,
and I have here the minutes and proceed-
ings which I will lay before the House so
that they may be at the disposal of meum-
bers if they wish to consider them.
Amongst others who took part in the con-
ference was Mr. MfeLarty, a member of
this Honse, and I feel certain that he will
be abI2- to give members a good deal of
information an the Bill and the amend-
ments which the conference proposed. The
conference consisted of M.Nessrs. W. T.
Moran (italgoorlie). Hon. F. Alc-
Larty ('Murray), Mr. K. Edwards
(York), 'Mr. T. Wilkins (Oreenount).

Mir. W. G. Grey (Cue), Mr. W. TL. Gra-
ham (Narrogin). 'Mr. W_ G. Johnson
(Swan), Mfr. C. Hf. Brooks Mfarling

Range), M.%r. C. M. Purdie (Melville), Dr.
E. J. A. Haynes (Wanneron). and Mn
M1. A. McCabe (Kanowna). Those gentle-
men were representative of the different
portions of the State and were in a posi-
tion to say what class of Bill would really
suit the roads hoards, After full consider-
ation, all the suggestions of the conference
were embodied in this Bill, which at the-
early part of this session was introduced
in another place by the then Minister for
Works, the present Premier. After some
discussion the Bill was referred to a select
committee consisting of Mrs. Brown,
Angw-i. Mlale, Layman, and Ware. The
comm ittee dealt very exhaustively with
the Bill and had a great many sittings.L
and their report also is available to hon.
nmenmbers. That report was adopted by
another place and its recommrendations
are embodied in the Bill.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Not all their recoin-
mendations.

The COLONIAL SECR.ETARY: Yes,.
I think all of them. I do not know of
any that we missed out; if there are any
they must be very slightL

Ho n. J. F. Cullen: On was that people
shouldl not los'e vote.; for nion-payment of
rates. but that remains in the Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: At
ainy rate, lion. members. can see the report
of the select committee and the evidence-
taken. The Bill was delayed from one
cause and another. and so that it might
receive further consideration and in order
to facilitate its passage through another
place, it was farther referred to an un-
official committee, composed of Messrs.
Piesse, .Jacoby, Angwin, Brown and Un-
derwood, which committee or conference
went into the Bill and recommended acme
slight amendments. With these slight
amendments the Bill wrent thr-ough an-
other place with very little diseusiomn.
There was veryv little discussion for the
reason that it had had amiple considera-
tion. and more particularly because the
Government gave the assurance that it
would be broughit up again next year so
that. if necessary, it might have further
consifleratiolj.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: That would he in a
new Parliament, of course.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
and that will be still better. The Bill will
be considered by this Parliament, and
after 12 months' experience of the work-
ing of the measure, it will have further
consideration by a new Parliament. So
that will be an advantage. It will neces-
sarily have to be brought up next year, be-
cause there are a number of slight amend-
ments consequential on the report of the
select committee that will hare to be at-
tended to. Apart from that, it has been
promised by the Government that both
-Houses will have the opportunity of fur-
flier considering the measure at t-he first
session of the next Parliament. The de-
partment are naturally anxious to have
the measure passed, and not only the de-
paitesent but all those interested i roads
board matters throughout the State are
anxious tltat the Bill should be passed,
as it is badly needed. There are a num-
ber of anomalies in the present Act which
have rendered it almost unworkable. For
that reason, and also because the Bill has
bad the consideration I have mentioned,
we will run no risk in pasing it, 'inas-
much as members have the assurance that
the measure will be brought uip again next
session, and there will then be the 12
months' experience of the working of the
Act.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Does the hon.
member propose to go on with the debate
to-night'?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
but I thought it wise to introduce the
Bill to-night so that members might have
all the more time for considering- the
measure. I do not wish the debate to go
on to-night, or even to-morrow, if mem-
bhers are not ready to go on with it.
There is no hurry for a few days; there
is no need for the House to adjourn next
week, though we hope to do so; but if
the members are not satisfied the mat-
ter is entirely in their own bands as to
whether they want further consideration
of the measure. The present Act pro-
vides among other things for an inquiry
to he beld into the case,; of new districts,
alterations to boundaries, and such like;
but this is found very cumbersome. and
the Bill provides a much easier method,

so that the alterations may be published
for one month in the Governmnent Gaz-
elte. This will give objectors time to
lodge complaints with the M1inister.
After that the boundaries will be amen-
ded accordingly. The Act provides for
a board to consist of seven members, or
the number may be increased to nine
with the approval of the Governor. The
Bill goes a little further andl provid~es for
the approval of the Governor for an in-
crease to 11 members., This will allow
greater representation, which I uinder-
stand is desirable in country towns and

number of outl ying dis&CLes. The Act
provides that any board ceasing to have
an income of £200 per anum shall be
merged into an adjoining district. The
amount is found to be somewhat high,
and in the Bill it is reduced to £160,
and the power is made discretionary,
whereas at present it is manelnlorv to
abolish the board. An income of v200
does not seem a large sum, but there. aire
some parts of the country where ehn
settlement is very scattered in wich the
boards find it hard to raise £200 or £1,50.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: They cannot do
much with that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Bit
they can do a little, and to include those
areas in another territory would make
the district too huge to be managed by
one board. At present if a district is
divided into wvards, or new wards
are created, the members are simply al-
lotted to the different wards. Titus a
man may be allotted to a -ward and the
people of the ward do not want him.
The Bill now Provides that when a dis-
trict is divided into wards the members
shall cease to hold office and must seek
re-election in whatever wards they
choose to stand for. The Act provides
that the iitistcr may supersede a board
and exercise all its functions. There is
an instance of that in connection with
the Wyndham roads board. When the
board was superseded the Minister had
to act as the board, and he appointed the
resident magistrate to look after the
matter, bitt it is an extremely cumber-
some process because everything& has to
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be done by the Minister. The Hill pro-
vides that the )hinistcr may appoint a
commissioner to carry out thle functions
of the board. In that ease lie would ap-
point the resident magistrate a commis-
sioner to have the powers of the board.
It will be necessary to do this because
any boards likely to be superseded will
probably be in outlying districts at a
great distance from the seat of Govern-
ment. The date of the annual election
is altered to the third Thursday in March
instead of the second Wednesday in
April. The number of votes allotted on
the unimproved basis is liberalised as
follows :-The Act provides for one vote
for not exceeding £200, the Bill one vote
for not exceeding £C150; the Act provides
for two votes for £200 and not aceed-
ing- £600, the Bill twvo votes for £150
and not exceeding £300; the Act pro-
vides for three votes for £500 and not
exceeding £1,000, the Bill three votes for
£300, and not exceeding £600; the Act
provides for four votes for exceeding
£1,000, the Bill four votes for £600 and
over. Thus the Bill gives greater vot-
ing strength in proportion to capital
value than under thle Act. Electoral of-
fences are not provided in the Act, but
are provided in the Electoral Act. An
offence committed at an election, for in-
stance, is dealt with in the Electoral Act,
and people are not always aware they
are commnitting offeuces against that Act.
Now all offences are put in the Bill in-
stead of being dealt with in another
Act. Provision, which does not
exist in the Act, is made for
electing an actinge-chairmian where the
chairman is going up for me-lection and
until hie is re-appointed. The Act pro-
vides that where property is intersected
by a road and that property is enclosed,
the road has to be fenced; and though
there may be a very indifferent fence, per-
haps simply a one-wire fence around the
whole block, the hoard are obliged to fence
the road with a six-wire fence on either
side. That is unfair to the roads boards,
and throws anl unnecessary expense upon
them. The Bill provides that the fence
shall be in accordance with the ring fence
including the whole property, That is in

Clause 165. The board's power to take
material for road-making purposes is re-
stricted, but they have more direct power
as to the impounding of cattle. Their
powers in this respect are rather inferen-
tial in the Act, and now they are made
clear in tile Bill. The method of valua-
tion is altered and improved. It is made
general throughout the State that thre
board may adopt the annual value in towvn
sites and thle unimproved value in other
parts. The maximum r-ate on the unim-
proved value is raised from 21/ 2d. to 3d.,
and the minimum is fixed at Id. in thle
pound. This provision does not exist in
the Act. The boards will be forced to,
adopt a minimum rate of id. in the pound,
and in the case of rating on the annual
values not less than 9d., the maximum in
this case being 2s. as against 1s. 6d. ii'
the Act. Some boards have rated at
three-eighis of a penny in the pound,
and some at 1/2d, and in one instance at
1/d. It is in order to make these boards
rate in a legitimate manner that the mi-
mum hais been fixed in the Bill at Id. and
9Qd. as the case may be. The time for
making upl the rate book is extended from
the second Saturday in June until the
31st July. This will give better opporin-
nity for making up the rate hook from the
commencement of the financial year. There
are many other alterations too numerous
to mention, but they do not alter the
principle of the measure in any way, being-
merely minor amendments for the better
working of the Act. There are, however,
a number of amendments, in addition to
alterations to the Act, and the most im-
portant feature in that respect is in re-
gard to the additional rating powers, en-
abling roads boards to improve various
towns under their control, and putting
them somewhat on the Lines of muicipali-
ties. T think it is P. very excellent pro-
vision, as it allows them to strike higher
rates in townships. Take Katarning, for
instance. The roads district takes in a.
great deal of country round Katanning as
well as the township. Towns like Katan-
niug are forced to apply for charters as
municipalities and thus we have two local
governing bodies in the district with two
costs of administration, when the whole
could be just as well dealt with by one
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body. The Bill gives these (listricts power
tn cause special ra-tes to be levied so far
as these townships are concerned. These
special districts will be defined by pro-
clamation, and the money raised in them.
can be spent in them. That is to say,
the boards can rate on unimproved values
for a certain portion of the district and
-on the annual value for the business por-
tion; and the money raised specially in
the township must be spent in the town-
ship on footpaths, etcetera. By the way,
this is to be done with the approval of
ie Minister. That will I think be a very

;--eat improvement and will be the means
of a number of small towns giving uip
their charters as municipalities and fall-
ing in with the roads boards. They will
have at! the powers they have under the
Municipal Institutions Act and at the
-same time one administration will adminis-
ter the roads board area and the mumi-
c-ipality. Additional powers are also
given in the Bill in the matter of raising
a loan. In the existing Act there is power
to raise loans, but these powers are o
restricted and so cumbersome that it is
almost impossible for a board to avail
themselves of them. I have noticed
in the newspapers from time to
time that roads boards in thle
metropolitan area have f ound it
impossible to raise a loan. They
have been required to secure a majority
,of the owners, which is very difficult 1o
obtain, because many of. them may be
non-resident, and consequently while thle
board may secure a majority of the voT.PS
polled, it is not sufficient if they have !.aLt
a majority of the owners in the distric.
The provisions in the Bill are almost en-
tirely on the lines of those in the Mimni-
cipal Institutions Act, providing for a poll
,of -ratepayers. It is laid down in the Bill
that the money raised by loan is to be
spent on road;, footpaths and other pur-
poses There is a further small addition
in the Bill which provides that a board
may grant a gratuity in the ease of any
officer who dies in the service. At the
present time the roads are not vested in
the roads boards as is the case with inuni-
cipalities. They simply have control of
-the roads; but under the Bill the streets

or roads will be ves;ted in the roads board.
The boards are given extended powers to
control bridges, jetties and ferries outside
their boundaries. This power is inserted
in eases where it is necessary to subsidise
or control ferries. They are also given
power to subsidise hospitals and medical
offiers. and with the consent of the Minis-
ter po0wer to anthorise the construction of
tramwavs over or across certain roads.
This provision is necessary principally
for the roads boards of the goldfields,
where Lliere arc certain woodlines crossing
the roads. At the present time there is
no power vested in the hoards to allow
of this. Under the presemt Act the power
to make by-laws is somewhat restricted.
In the Bill this power is extended in con-
formity with the Municipal Institutions
Act and power is given to the Governor
to make uniform by-laws for the whole of
the roads boa-rds. Aunother provision is
that the building regulations are extended
to roads boards. In accordance with a
request from the goldfields roads boards
vower is given to instruct mining com-
panies to protect by fences poisonous
water disoharged from cyanide rats,
etcetera. A curious omission in the exist-
ing Act is that when a board strikes a
rate they are not compelled to make an
estimate. Under the Municipal Institu-
tions Act the council have first of all to
go through all the roads they wish to
make, and then form an estimate and
strike a rate accordingly. The system is
precisely the same as that adopted by
Parliament. It is now put in the Bill
and I think it is a very good provision
indeed. These are the main features of
the Bill. There are 110 very drastic alter-
tions contained in the Bill, nor any fancy
legislation. It is simply a Bill compiled
from the existing Acts, 'with certain new
matter copied from the Acts in force in
other States. As I have stated before, it
has been carefully considered, first by
my late colleague, who took a deep interest
in roads board matters. It was then
considered by the roads boards conference,
after which it was introduced in the Legis-
lative Assembly two years ago. Subse-
quently it was referred to the roads boards
conference which sat in 1900. There it
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had full consideration auain. n(id was once
more introduced into another p)lac:e in the
early part of this session, when it was
referred to a select committee, The re-
ports both of the conference and of the
select committee are available for mem-
bers. These, then, are the main provisions
of the Bill. They have had careful con-
sideration and at least one member in the
House -has taken part in the conference
I have referred to. If any further in-
formation is reqnired I shall be glad to
afford it when in Committee. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. J. F. Cullen, debate
adjourned.

A DJOURN4UENT-FRIDAY'S
SITTING.

The COLONIAL SECRETARIY: Be-
fore we adjourn I would like to remind
members that -we meet at 2.15 p.m. to-
morrow.

Hon. E. 31. MecLARTY: Before the
House adjourns I would ask the Minister
to postpone the second reading of the
Bunbnry -Municipal Electric Lighting Bill.
I have to go away to-morrow, and I shall
not get back before Tuesday. I hope the
Minister will accede to this request.

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.

Ilegislative Rsscnxblp,
Thursday. 261h Tannary, 1911.
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The SPEAKEiR took the Chair at
4-30 p.m., and read prayc s.

QUESTION-POLICE DISTRICT,
NORTHERN.

Air. HEITMANKI asked the Premier:
1, On what date did Inspector Sellenger
arrive at Broome on transfer to take
charge of the Northern Police District ?
2, How many days has he been absent
from his bead-quarters station there.
since his arrival, to present date 7 3,
What is the total amount of travelling-
allowance paid Inspector Sellenger while
serving in the North ? t, What rank
does the memnber of thet force hold who
is at present acting for the inspector in.
charge of the Roebourne and Kinberley
districts 7 6, Is it a fact that a corporal
of police took charge at head-quarters
station and dealt generally with district
correspondence, etc., during inspector's
prolonged absence ? If not, who did ?
0, Is there a sergeant of police at Wynd.
hamn? 7, Is it in accordance with the
rules of the force that a corporal should
give instructions to, or be placed in
charge of a sergeant Y 8. Is it the
intention of the Government to keep
an experienced senior commissioned offi-
cer in charge of the Northern. Police
District ? If not, why not 7

The PREM~IE replied: 1, 18th
August, 1909. 2 and 3, The information
required in these questions cannot be
obtained, owing to reference to Broome
being nece..sary, and the telegraph line
being broken down. 4 and 5i, The
Corporal in 'charge at Broome is at present
acting for the Inspector, who was or-


